
  

CDR George Durgin steps into 

the role of Chair of the Health 

Services Professional Advisory  

Committee on January 1, 2010.  I 

am well aware that he is already 

reaching out to many of you to 

fulfill the needs of the HS PAC.  

Finally, I want to congratulate 

CDR Sheila Merriweather, who 

will be your Chair Elect for 2010.   

 

Again, thanks so much for all you 

do! It has been my pleasure to 

work with you and serve as your 

Chair for 2009.  Best wishes to 

you and your families for a  

Happy and Healthy New Year! 

I wanted to take this opportunity 

to thank you for all your hard 

work this year both in your     

regular duties supporting the  

Department and the Corps, and 

for what you do to provide  
support to the Category.  We have 

had a very successful year due to 

your involvement growing the 

Category to 1,177 strong and 

reaching a Basic Readiness level 

of 95.83%, as of September 30, 

2009.  I believe this is the highest 

Readiness level we have ever 

achieved.   

 

Due to the dedication of both our 

voting and non-voting members, 

the Health Services Professional 

Advisory Committee (HS PAC) 

has added many new activities 

that will help with the continued 

growth and development of the 

Category.  Some of these        

activities include:  providing an 

orientation for our new voting 

members, having bi-monthly con-

ference calls with the HS PAC 

Subcommittee Chairs which    

culminated in the development 

of a Standard Operating Proce-

dure for the HS PAC, and    

having quarterly conference 

calls with the Professional  
Advisory Group (PAG) Chairs, 

to bridge the gap between PAC 

activities and PAG activities, 

and to share best practices  
between the PAGs to name just 

a few.  I also want to thank 

those of you who support the 

Category in ways that might be 

less visible such as recruiting a 

new officer, serving on  
Appointment Boards and     

Promotion Boards, and various 

ad hoc workgroups and com-

mittees for either the Category 

or the Corps. 

 
I want to welcome our new 

voting members as well as our 

non-voting members and thank 

those of you who are rotating 

off the HS PAC after many 

years of dedicated service.  I 

want you to know that I leave 

you in good hands as          

A Note of Thanks from the HS PAC Chair   
LCDR Rebecca Bunnell 
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Communicating Within the Category 
CDR Sheila Merriweather 

Joseph Priestley once said "The more 

elaborate our means of communication, the 

less we communicate" thus the purpose of 

clear and straightforward communication 

via the HS-PAC listserv.  In 2009, the 

Communication Subcommittee received 

over 300 requests to be sent out via the 

listserv.   As a result, many officers found 

new assignments, many officers were kept 

abreast of the new policies coming out of 

OCCFM, and many officers gained a 

clearer picture of what was being done for 

the Category at the headquarters level.   

 

 

       A Year in Review 
 A Health Services Professional Advisory Committee Newsletter 

Strength Through Diversity 

 As you can imagine, formatting all of the 

requests in a manner that was presentable 

and lucid was time consuming but  
certainly worth the effort.  At our last HS 

PAC Meeting the Category was asked 

about the usefulness of the weekly updates, 

specifically the job announcements.  The 

consensus was to  continue to send out the 

weekly updates including providing as 

many job announcements as possible as 

this allows officers out in the field the op-

portunity to apply for jobs in the National 

Capital Region and well as other areas of 

the country.     (continued on page 4) 
 

(Left to Right) LCDR Rebecca Bunnell and CDR 

Sheila Merriweather  
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Health Services Category Day at COF 
LCDR Rebecca Bunnell 

Health Services Category Day, at the 

Commissioned Officerôs Foundation 

Scientific and Training Symposium in 

Atlanta, GA on Tuesday, June 2, 2009 

was one of the best attended COF 

Training Symposium with well over 

200 attendees in our session.  The day 

was opened by RADM Michael Milner, 

Chief Professional Officer, and fol-

lowed by two panels showcasing 

ñinternational opportunitiesò and ñtrans

-disciplinary training and education for 

a successful careerò.  Finally, RADM 

Kenneth Moritsugu (ret) closed the 

morning with his interactive presenta-

tion  entitled ñLeading a Strong Public 

Health Forceò.  The afternoon session 

consisted of an abbreviated HS PAC 

meeting followed by the Awards 

Luncheon.  During the Awards Lunch-

eon the Surgeon General presented 

awards to CAPT Jose Belardo, Health 

Services Responder of the Year, CDR 

Karen Sicard, the  
Kissel Awardee and LCDR Ronald 

Pinheiro, the Garcia Awardee.  The 

Professional Advisory Group (PAG) 

Chairs, or their representatives, pre-

sented awards to their recipients also.  

Finally, there were concurrent breakout 

sessions throughout the remainder of 

the afternoon organized by the Basic 

and Applied Science PAG, Dental Hy-

giene PAG, Information Technology 

PAG, Physician Assistant PAG, and 

Psychology/Social Worker PAG that 

were attended by Health Services Offi-

cers and officers from other categories.  

All in all, it was a fantastic day!! 

 

Social Worker of the Year                 LCDR Jennifer Nussbaum (DoD/TMA) 

Psychologist of the Year                                       LCDR Michael Tilus (IHS)  

Physician Assistant of the Year                            CAPT Francis Placide (IHS) 

Information Technology Specialist  

       of the Year Award                                                LT Leatrice M. Tsosie (IHS) 

Candace M. Jones Award for PHS Dental  

       Hygienist of the Year                                            CDR Karen Sicard (CDC)  

Basic and Applied Sciences Officer 

       of the Year Award                             CDR Sheila P. Merriweather (OS/ASPR) 

 

 

(Left to Right) RADM Carol Romano, RADM 

Robert Williams, CAPT Jose Belardo, and RADM 

Steven Galson 

 Responder of the Year 

Award  
CAPT Jose Belardo 

Stanley J. Kissel Jr. Award  
CDR Karen Sicard 

Joseph Garcia Jr. Award 
LCDR  Ronald Pinheiro  

(Left to Right) CDR Karen Sicard and RADM  

Michael Milner  

(Left to Right) LCDR Ronald Pinheiro, RADM 

Steven Galson, and LCDR Rebecca Bunnell  

(Left to Right) RADM Carol Romano, RADM Robert Williams, CAPT Eugene Dannels,  LCDR Jenny 

Nussbaum, CAPT Jose Belardo, CAPT Candace Jones, LCDR Ronald Pinheiro, CDR Karen Sicard, 

RADM Steven Galson, CDR Sheila Merriweather, CAPT Francis Placide, LCDR Michael Tilus, and 

RADM Michael Milner  

Health Services Category Day Awardees  

Health Services Professional Advisory Group Awards 2009 


